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Caddis-are-fly
By: Elsie B.
Date: April 25, 2022
Time: 8:47
Location:Vernal pool in our school forest, off the trail

On April 25, 2022 at 8:47 a.m, Our 7th grade team found a caddisfly in a vernal
pool off of a trail behind our school. This vernal pool was in a
forested wetland, and leaf litter. In the Vernal pool you could
find frog egg masses, planaria, a horsehair worm, hellgramite,
and a caddisfly. Caddisflies are mostly known for their cases
that they make. These cases are a caddisflies protection. We
were able to collect a caddisfly from
the vernal pool using a frisbee. This
particular caddisfly that we found
seemed to have a case made up of
very small twigs. One of the most
interesting things about caddisflies is that they are able to
use all these resources around them to make cases. But,
what is the reasoning behind different species of
caddisflies having different cases?
One reason that makes me believe my question is true is Hubert Duprat, a French artist
who has been known for using caddisflies for jewelry. They get the caddisflies to make a case
out of items such as gold, and jewels. Even though this is not good for the caddisflies, it shows
what else caddisflies can make a case out of. Caddisflies are mostly defined by the kind of cases
that they make. Further research shows that Snail casemaker caddisflies make their cases out of
“thin pieces of vegetation stacked sideways.”. While Humpless
casemaker caddisflies make their case out of sand, algae, and
silk. But, The Snail Casemaker Caddisfly’s body is curved. This
helps to fit the shape of its snail case. A Humpless caddisfly’s
“Abdomen segment one has no fleshy bumps on the sides or the
top.” So, it can fit into its square structured case, just like the
snail case maker. This means that Caddisflies could potentially
make their cases out of other materials. But, There are
“approximately 12,000 described species.”

I think that caddisflies with different characteristics, and different cases give caddisfly’s
certain qualities for cases. My research shows that “Different species of caddisfly tend to use
different materials for their protective cases making for
a diverse array of cases.” Different cases for certain
species also allow species to have protection for a better
chance of survival. From this research it makes me want
to further investigate if caddisflies could live without a
case?
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