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Pools Beyond The Trees
By Cory W.
On April 25th, at 9:42 me and my class went into the forest off the trails behind our
school. We noticed many things and many different little critters. There were a lot of wood frog
eggs, tons and tons of mosquito larva, horse hairworm, caddis fly, and helgramites. Speaking of
the pool, it was only about 6 inches deep at the deepest point and was covered in leaf litter.
There were two trees that had
fallen over it. One thing that the
pool had me wondering about
was if there were fairy shrimp in it
because we had found things I
didn't even know existed, and
maybe there was fairy shrimp
hiding in there.
So do fairy shrimp live in the pool
we found? Well, probably not.
Based on my research I know
that fairy shrimp are quite rare
and are only found in about 16.3
percent of pools. According to
sources, out of 3,092 locations,
only 5% had fairy shrimp. So fairy
shrimp being so rare leads me to
believe that they are not in our
pool. And since no one in our class found one, I don't think that they are in the pool. After all, we
did have 4 different classes go out and look and not one found a fairy shrimp. In fact, my class
found none of the critters.
In conclusion, it’s pretty crazy how much variety of species you can get from only one
pool and most people would never even know if they didn't go check it out for themselves. But
now knowing how many critters and little creepy crawlies live in there it makes me wonder what
else would live in there. I mean from our one pool we found so much so if we really really looked
I wonder what we would find. Maybe some salamanders or salamander eggs. Who knows,
maybe some snakes or whatever else is out there. I would like to look around a little more next
time to see what we could find.
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