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Frog Eggs
By Emmy D.
On Monday April 25th, 2022 I went outside to a
vernal pool with my science class at Messalonskee Middle
School in Oakland, Maine around 1:17 p.m. The vernal pool
is located behind my school in
the woods off a trail and is in a
forested wetland habitat, so
there were trees coming out of
the pool. At the bottom of the
pool, there was muck, leaves,
and it was full of plants. We
found five Amphibian egg
masses in the pool. Frog eggs
are held together by this
jelly-like substance and make up bunches of 1,000 to 3,000
frog eggs that are laid at one time. Salamander eggs have an
extra layer of protection that covers the three to seventeen
eggs that are laid. What are possible predators that could
harm these eggs and which eggs are more protected?
After doing some research about frog and salamander
eggs and what their predators are, I found that they have very
similar predators. Newts, turtles, and some birds are some
common predators. Two others which we happened to find in our vernal pool are caddisflies and
hellgrammites. Other natural causes that will affect frog eggs are
early drying of the vernal pools and cool temperatures. Today it is
33º Fahrenheit and that is really cold for frog eggs and the vernal
pools.
In conclusion, 1 out of 50 frog eggs will survive to
adulthood because of these predators; Newts, turtles, birds,
caddisflies, and hellgrammites just to name a few. Even after doing
research about frog eggs, I still have a few questions on which I
look forward to investigating further. Why do salamander eggs
have more protection than frog eggs? Does having more eggs in a
mass help frog eggs survive? Which is more protected? I think
frog eggs are interesting and I am looking forward to seeing how the vernal pool changes over
time.
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